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Guarding the Faith - 1 Timothy 1:3-11 
 
Topics:   
Adultery, Basics of the Faith, Beliefs, Believers, Church, Devotion, 
Disobedience, Doctrine, Encouragement, Faith, God, Gospel, Heart, 
Jesus Christ, Law, Love, Lying, Motives, Obedience, Religion, Sin, 
Teaching, Truth 
 
Open It Questions 
A. Which would you rather receive from a good friend: a letter, or a 
 phone call? Why?  
             
             
              
 
 
B. What are some laws that you benefit from directly?  
             
             
              
 
 
Explore It Questions 
1. What did Paul say about myths and genealogies? (1:3-4)  
             
             
              
 
2. What was the goal of the command Paul urged Timothy to 
 enforce? (1:5)  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A1-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Adultery&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Basics%20of%20the%20Faith&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Beliefs&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Believers&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Church&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Devotion&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Disobedience&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Doctrine&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Encouragement&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Faith&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=God&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Heart&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Law&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Motives&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Religion&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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3. In what way had some believers been misguided? (1:6)  
             
             
              
 
4. How did Paul assess those who wanted to be teachers of the law? 
 (1:7)  
             
             
              
 
5. When is the Law good? (1:8)  
             
             
              
 
6. For whom was the Law made? (1:9-11)  
             
             
              
 
7. What did God entrust to Paul? (1:10-11)  
             
             
              
 
 
Get It Questions 
8. When was the last time you wrote someone a letter of 
 encouragement or received such a letter?  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A9-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A11
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9. With whom do you have a relationship of mutual discipleship?  
             
             
              
 
10. What false doctrines still plague many churches today?  
             
             
              
 
11. What sort of doctrines promote controversy in the church?  
             
             
              
 
12. What goals motivate the leaders you respect in your church?  
             
             
              
 
13. What goals motivate your service in the church?  
             
             
              
 
14. In what way should we use God’s law today?  
             
             
              
 
15. What impact does, or should God’s law have on your life?  
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16. How should we determine what is and isn’t sound doctrine? 
             
             
              
  
17. With what unique task has God entrusted you?  
             
             
              
 
 
Apply It Questions 
18. Who is someone to whom you can write a letter of encouragement 
 this week?  
             
             
              
 
19. What steps can you take to make sure your motives are from a pure 
 heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith?  
             
             
              
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

A. Which would you rather 
receive from a good 
friend: a letter, or a phone 
call? Why? 



OPEN IT 
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1 Timothy 1:3-11

B. What are some laws that 
you benefit from directly? 
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SCRIPTURE

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

3 When I left for Macedonia, I urged you 
to stay there in Ephesus and stop those 
whose teaching is contrary to the truth.
4 Don’t let them waste their time in 
endless discussion of myths and spiritual 
pedigrees. These things only lead to 
meaningless speculations, which don’t 
help people live a life of faith in God.



SCRIPTURE

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

5 The purpose of my instruction is that all 
believers would be filled with love that comes 
from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine 
faith.
6 But some people have missed this whole point. 
They have turned away from these things and 
spend their time in meaningless discussions.
7 They want to be known as teachers of the law of 
Moses, but they don’t know what they are talking 
about, even though they speak so confidently.



SCRIPTURE

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

8 We know that the law is good when used 
correctly.
9 For the law was not intended for people 
who do what is right. It is for people who 
are lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly 
and sinful, who consider nothing sacred and 
defile what is holy, who kill their father or 
mother or commit other murders.



SCRIPTURE

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

10 The law is for people who are sexually 
immoral, or who practice homosexuality, or 
are slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or 
who do anything else that contradicts the 
wholesome teaching
11 that comes from the glorious Good News 
entrusted to me by our blessed God.



INTRODUCTION

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

After communicating volumes with his brief 
greeting, Paul abruptly turned his attention to 
one of the immediate reasons for his letter—
Timothy’s struggle with false teachers. Paul had 
left Timothy in Ephesus as a personal deterrent 
to those who were promoting their own brands 
of religion. To help Timothy, Paul reminded him 
of the central points in the conflict, then 
followed with a personal comparison between 
himself and the false teachers (1:12-16).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A12-16
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

1. What did Paul say about 
myths and genealogies*? (1:3-4) 

3 When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there 
in Ephesus and stop those whose teaching is contrary 
to the truth.
4 Don’t let them waste their time in endless 
discussion of myths and spiritual pedigrees*. These 
things only lead to meaningless speculations, which 
don’t help people live a life of faith in God. (NLT)*genealogies (KJV/NIV/AMPC)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A4


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

genealogies (KJV/NIV/AMPC)
Pedigrees (NLT)

GENEAL'OGY, n. L. genealogia; Greek race, 
and discourse; Eng. kind.

1. An account or history of the descent of a 
person or family from an ancestor; 
enumeration of ancestors and their children in 
the natural order of succession.
2. Pedigree; lineage; regular descent of a 
person or family from a progenitor [ancestor].



EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

2. What was the goal of the command 
Paul urged Timothy to enforce? (1:5) 

5 The purpose of my instruction is that all 
believers would be filled with love that 
comes from a pure heart, a clear 
conscience, and genuine faith.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A5


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

3. In what way had some believers 
been misguided? (1:6) 

6 But some people have missed this 
whole point. They have turned away 
from these things and spend their time in 
meaningless discussions.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A6


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

4. How did Paul assess those who 
wanted to be teachers of the 
law? (1:7) 

7 They want to be known as teachers of 
the law of Moses, but they don’t know 
what they are talking about, even though 
they speak so confidently.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A7


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

5. When is the Law good? 
(1:8) 

8 We know that the law is good 
when used correctly.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A8
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Guarding the Faith
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5. When is the Law good? 
(1:8) 

8 We know that the law is good 
when used correctly.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A8


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

6. For whom was the Law made? 
(1:9-11) 

9 For the law was not intended for people who 
do what is right. It is for people who are 
lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly and 
sinful, who consider nothing sacred and defile 
what is holy, who kill their father or mother 
or commit other murders.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A9-11


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

6. For whom was the Law made? 
(1:9-11) 

10 The law is for people who are sexually 
immoral, or who practice homosexuality, or are 
slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or who do 
anything else that contradicts the wholesome 
teaching
11 that comes from the glorious Good News 
entrusted to me by our blessed God.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A9-11


EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

10 The law is for people who are sexually 
immoral, or who practice homosexuality, or are 
slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or who do 
anything else that contradicts the wholesome 
teaching
11 that comes from the glorious Good News 
entrusted to me by our blessed God.

7. What did God entrust to Paul? 
(1:10-11) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+1%3A11
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QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

8. When was the last time you wrote 
someone a letter of encouragement or 
received such a letter? 

9. With whom do you have a 
relationship of mutual discipleship? 



GET IT 
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Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

10. What false doctrines still 
plague many churches today? 

11. What sort of doctrines promote 
controversy in the church? 



GET IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

12. What goals motivate the 
leaders you respect in your 
church? 

13. What goals motivate your 
service in the church? 



GET IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

14. In what way should we use 
God’s law today? 

15. What impact does, or should 
God’s law have on your life? 



GET IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

16. How should we determine 
what is and isn’t sound 
doctrine?

17. With what unique task has 
God entrusted you? 



APPLY IT QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11



APPLY IT 
QUESTIONS

Guarding the Faith
1 Timothy 1:3-11

18. Who is someone to whom you can 
write a letter of encouragement this 
week? 

19. What steps can you take to make 
sure your motives are from a pure 
heart, a good conscience, and a 
sincere faith? 



NEXT 
WEEK’S 
LESSON

1 Timothy 1:12-20
The Lord’s Grace on Paul

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Of Southfield, Michigan
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